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Fangs a lot! Kids now extract almost a tenner
a time from the Tooth Fairy

The Tooth Fairy may be more likely to leave crisp paper notes than shiny single coins under the
pillows of sleeping little ones, according to the latest Halifax Pocket Money research. Parents say
that, on average, children are extracting almost £10 (£9.71) from the famous mythical night-time
visitor each time she appears.

Drilling down, leaving dads to negotiate with the Tooth Fairy is more lucrative for children, as they
agree an average of £14.68 per tooth, compared to £4.50 for mums.

Generally, parents aged 35 to 44 can claim the crown for most extravagant when it comes to how
much money is handed over, leaving their kids all of a flutter with £14.66, on average. However,

the Tooth Fairy is not universal, as one in five (20%) of children are left with no cash (and less
teeth).
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Emma Abrahams, Head of Savings, Halifax, said: “Parents need to brace themselves for
the financial fallout caused by the Tooth Fairy, who flies by with almost a tenner atooth on
average, according to our research.

“With the average weekly pocket money now £6.48, losing atooth is more lucrative for some kids
than doing their regular chores, and parents may want to use the Tooth Fairy’s visit as an
opportunity to encourage kids to save a little of the money they earn from the sale.”

Tooth fairies in London (£13.29) and South East and East of England (£17.47) can polish their
wings when it comes to the pounds under the pillows, with parents in these regions admitting their
kids receive more than the national average. It's a tale of two fairy stories however, with children in
the North West, and East and West Midlands, receiving much less per tooth. (£4.62 and £3.03
respectively).

Overall, kids are filling their pockets with an average of just under £200 from the Tooth Fairy, as
they lose around 20 milk teeth from the age of 5 or 61. This is enough money to buy 432 pots of
play-doh?, 16 LOL surprise dolls3 or 66 fidget ‘poppet’ toys.

At £9.71, atooth falling out is more money-spinning for childrenthan all of the following:

e The average day’s work of a 13 year old with a paper round (around £ 3%)
e Two hours of work for someone aged under 18 (UK minimum hourly wage £4.626)
e The average weekly pocket money paid by parents in the UK (£6.48)
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Ella King lives with her husband Stephen, and their two children Poppy (9) and
Myles (6), in Halifax.

“l have a girl and a boy — Poppy who is nine and Myles who is six —who both got £5 for the first tooth they
lost and £2 for each subsequent tooth. |think it would be a bit of a stretch to pay much more — between the
two of them three teeth went to the Tooth Fairy justin the last week!

“We’ll keep going until all the baby teeth have gone. | suspect Poppy doesn’'t actually believe in the Tooth
Fairy anymore, but she’s probably keeping that close to her chest whilst the cash is coming in. We do find
the Tooth Fairy helpful as a bit of encouragement to keep teeth clean — we’ve told the children that she only
buys the cleanest of teeth, and brushing them regularly is the only way to guarantee a sale.

“Once the Fairy has left her going rate, it goes into a piggy bank. Every few months we’ll empty it out and
bank the cash, and I'll give the children a small amount to buy something they want, whilst the rest stays in

the bank account as savings.

“For now, all of the teeth are currently sitting in a box — 1 don’t know why I'm keeping them or what I'm going
to do with them!”

ENDS
Editors' Notes:

Image of the King family available by request

Table 1. Amount parents pay their children, pertooth, on average (YouGov, 2021)

GENDER
Total Male Female Other Prefer notto answer

1-10 89% 83% 95% - 100%

11 - 20 5% 9% - - -

21-50 3% 4% 3% - -

51 -100 2% 2% 1% - -

100+ 1% 2% - -

Mean score in £ 9.71 14.68 45 - 3

INumber of milk teeth: Teeth facts and figures - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

’Costof play-dohas at 27/08/21: Play-Doh Mega Pack. : Amazon.co.uk: Toys & Games

3Cost of LOL dolls as at 27/08/21: LOL Surprise All-Star BBs - Football Team - Sports Themed Sparkly Doll With 8
Surprises & Fashion Accessories - All-Star BBs Series 3 - Collectible Dolls For Girls Ages 3+ : Amazon.co.uk: Toys &
Games

Costoffidget‘poppet toys as at 27/08/21: 2-Pack Pop Up Bubble FidgetToy, Fidget Toysfor Kids Adults, Bubble Popper
Fidget Toy Stress Anxiety Relief Toys for ADHD Autism Special Needs, Fidget Stress Reliever Toys (DINOSAUR +
UNICORN) : Amazon.co.uk: Toys & Games

Average daily paper round wage for a 13 year old: Wages for Paper Rounds - Economics Help

Minimum wage by age: National Minimum Wage and National Living Wage rates - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

This study was conducted in Great Britain viaOnLineBus, an Internetomnibus survey.
e A sampleof 600 GB parents ofchildrenaged 8-15were interviewed.
e A sampleof 1000 GB children aged 8-15were interviewed.

Interviewing was conducted by online self-completionfrom 9to 22 April 2021

The sample has been weighted to representthe adult population of Great Britain 16+
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00MIOP7BI/ref=cm_sw_r_apan_glt_fabc_T0DYPMSYQTZXDHPPKZ2C?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08FGLCFH3/ref=cm_sw_r_apan_glt_fabc_DN7P6N5XKBF97P66J87A?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08FGLCFH3/ref=cm_sw_r_apan_glt_fabc_DN7P6N5XKBF97P66J87A?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08FGLCFH3/ref=cm_sw_r_apan_glt_fabc_DN7P6N5XKBF97P66J87A?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0939417DH/ref=cm_sw_r_apan_glt_fabc_N9T9CRP60MQDCZNGZR0B?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0939417DH/ref=cm_sw_r_apan_glt_fabc_N9T9CRP60MQDCZNGZR0B?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0939417DH/ref=cm_sw_r_apan_glt_fabc_N9T9CRP60MQDCZNGZR0B?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&pldnSite=1
https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/1548/economics/wages-for-paper-rounds/
https://www.gov.uk/national-minimum-wage-rates

